
 

The Lynden Family of Companies sponsored an outreach trip to Uruapan, Baja 
California, Mexico from May 16 – May 26 where they partnered with Missions 
Network International. The team of 25 represented nine different companies 
and branches and their mission was to build friendships with their coworkers, 
build relationships with the community of 
Uruapan, to challenge themselves and 
grow personally, and to bless the ministry 
in a tangible way by working hard and 
completing projects. The team poured their 
time and energy into building a home for a 
young family in the community, complet-
ing a roof on a local elementary school, 
painting everything in sight, gardening and 
weeding the campus grounds, and much 
more. The following are personal stories 
and experiences from many of our team 
members:  

2023 Mexico Outreach Team  

Phil Aussem: I knew the trip was going to be great, but I had no idea just how 
awesome it would be! The Mount of Olives Children’s Village (MoO) provides a 
safe and nurturing living situation for children in need, but their mission ex-
tends far beyond their facilities, impacting deep into the surrounding commu-
nities. Our team had the great privilege of being able to build a home for one 
nearby family in need (raising funds above and beyond what was needed to 
cover material costs), as well as completing other significant projects (adding 
a roof to a school, painting buildings and 
fencing, rebuilding basketball hoops, and 
more). When we weren’t working on projects, 
we enjoyed spending time with kids at MoO 
(playing games/sports, t-shirt painting, 
throwing paper airplanes, breaking pinatas, 
etc). We also had the opportunity to visit 
kids/families living in offsite migrant camps, 
bringing them much needed supplies, playing 
games, and sharing hope and encouragement 
in extremely difficult living situations.   

I was most impacted by the relationships 
that developed over such a short period of 
time (with kids at MoO, with the family that will live in the house we built, 
with the team serving at MoO, and with the incredible group of Lynden Door 
employees that served). Our team cherished the times we had to connect with 
kids at MoO, and we felt gratitude and love from them as well. When our 
team handed over the house to Alejandra’s family on our final day, the level of 
emotion and gratitude was overwhelming (our faces hurt from all the smiles, 
and tears of joy). All those serving at MoO have incredible hearts for God and 
for their community and our entire team was inspired by their service. I feel 
especially blessed to have gotten to know, and work with, the 25 wonderful 
LD employees on this trip. The experiences we shared were so intense and 
memorable, and they will connect us forever.   



There were many things that could have gone wrong on this trip (weather, 

equipment malfunction, materials shortages, illness, etc), but I believe God 

protected our entire experience. Like “crock pot” cooking, a lot of ingredients 

were thrown into a pot together, the heat was turned up High for a long peri-

od of time, and the result was so much greater than the sum of its parts. I ap-

preciate the wide range and varied skills of our team that blended in such a 

way to make the trip awesome! Extreme thanks to all who made this possi-

ble!   

 

Jody Alvarez: This picture I took of the 2 boys on the rock in the Prayer Garden 

makes me reflect on what the Mount of Olives Children’s Vil-

lage mission is all about. The children are in good hands. It 

sparks a deep sense of gratitude for the individuals at Mount 

of Olives working tirelessly to ensure these children have a 

chance at a brighter future. They have access to education, 

healthcare, and a safe, loving home. Getting to know the 

people from our family of companies and working side by 

side with them was a truly wonderful experience. Through 

our collective hard work, we achieved remarkable outcomes, 

and the camaraderie that blossomed will hold a special place 

in my heart.  

 

Kori Campbell: The Mexico outreach trip has broadened my perspective on so 

many things and given me a humble outlook on life. Since being home, I take 

notice in the small things that we all take for granted, like 

having access to a clean bathroom or waking up in a warm 

bed every morning. While looking out at the homes along the 

hills at the job site, I reflected on the problems these people 

face every day and how drastically different they are from the 

small problems I face in my life. I never have to worry about 

having clean drinking water, where my next meal will come 

from, or if I’ll have access to medical care. I learned to be 

grateful for the problems I have because things could always 

be harder.   

I gained so many memories on this trip and experienced so many impactful 

moments. The moment that made me stop in my tracks happened on our con-

crete day. I was at the top of the concrete chute and my job was to shovel the 

wet concrete to the next person down the chute, so it flowed quickly down-

wards. The person below me was one of the neighbor kids who was about 8 

years old. He and his brother skipped school that day so they could help our 

crew with the work. He kept tapping out our team members so he could fill in 

and do the shoveling. I noticed he didn't have any eye protection and the con-

crete started to spray into his eyes. I pulled my safety glasses off and handed 

them to the boy because he needed them more than I did.  



He was very thankful and wore them for the rest of the day. 

As we were packing up, he came to me and tried to give me 

back my glasses. I pointed to him and said he could keep 

them, and he beamed with happiness. He pointed to himself 

and said "me??" I nodded my head, and he ran off to his 

brother to show him his new glasses. His brother was given 

a pair as well and they both ran around the neighborhood to 

show off their cool new glasses. Seeing the boys so happy to 

have something we throw away daily was very eye opening. 

Team members often need to be reminded to wear our safe-

ty glasses when there are two little boys who were ecstatic 

to wear them. We often forget how blessed we are and it's easy to take things 

for granted. That moment reminded me that even the little things can bring 

positivity to someone's day, it just depends on the perspective.  

 

Barry Browne : I applied for the Mexico outreach trip to serve God and help 

people in need. I am so happy I was able to participate on this 

trip. The 2023 outreach team was a diverse group from different 

branches of our company. It was very satisfying to provide a 

home to a family in need and build a roof on a local school. Our 

team was extremely project focused but also took time to share 

food and comfort to local migrant workers who really appreciat-

ed our help. The team bonded so well and I now have lasting 

friendships with those who shared this experience.  

 

Jenn Espeland:  Acts 20:35 - I've left you an example of how you should serve 

and take care of those who are weak. For we must always cherish the words 

of our Lord Jesus, who taught, ‘Giving brings a far greater blessing than re-

ceiving.’   

It was an absolute honor to have served, sweat, built and played with a di-

verse group of incredible individuals. 24 people whom had never truly worked 

together were thrust into a task and they all truly showed up. There were 

more things working against us but yet we still prevailed to complete a task.   

One of our first nights I asked ‘why this family?’ The directors answered with 

we know them and their story and WE can make a true differ-

ence in their lives. I am not a missionary and I do not see what 

they do in the daily interactions but I do understand the idea 

of completing the task laid out before you, the only way to 

eat an elephant is one bite at a time. We worked in large 

groups and in small groups but together WE made a change. 

WE worked to help give a beautiful family a step up. WE 

helped complete the roof for a new classroom at the school. 

WE painted and cleaned up areas at the mission and in town. 

WE delivered goods to migrant families. WE showed up, WE 

shared love, WE shared hope.   



 

Marshall Cockrill:  

1) I’m not as in shape as I thought I was, time to do 
something about that.   
2) The food didn’t give me any problems at all like I was 
warned of but when we got to the states my body 
struggled with that.   
3) Canadians are fun to be around.   
4) Don’t even think about buying the popsicles from 
the little store (icky)   
In all seriousness though, what struck me about the non-touristy parts of 

Mexico was the culture. They work hard basically because they have to. 

They’re very proud people and everyone greets and acknowledges everyone 

they know or strangers as well. The simple basic needs we have are unheard of 

luxuries that they really don’t care about much. The Mexican people are grate-

ful for what they do have or what falls into their lap versus our need to ac-

quire and consume then throw away. It seemed to me an old fashioned simple 

life, get up, work hard, go home, love your family and repeat. We do that too 

but it seems there’s a lot of “stuff” that has to get thrown in there and in the 

way. The third lane on a two-lane highway blew my mind, why can’t we do 

that in the states? They live a minimalist lifestyle in a beautiful paradise that 

we spend fortunes visiting. I would definitely want to go back and encourage 

others to experience this. The work is hard, the food is amazing, the culture is 

real, the memories will last forever and the cause is fantastic.   

Roman Simshauser: The Mexico Trip was a trip of a lifetime. So many things 
were amazing about the trip, but I feel the biggest thing I noticed was how 
the group pulled together to get the work done. The team used a variety of 
skillsets to execute projects that would take much longer otherwise. It may 
not have been the most organized at times, but I truly feel this made the 
trip such an amazing experience, with the biggest reason being everyone 
was ready to help in any way they could, and many of us were willing to 
show and take the time to help others learn how to do different tasks. I am 
hopeful that the group was able to come home with newly learned, hands-
on tools, they could use in their everyday lives.   

 
I also feel the impact of the work we did was exponen-
tial. Things we see and do every day, we take so much of 
this for granted. You don't really understand this until 
you live the situation of not having those items. Simple 
things like power and water, I have a new read on things 
that are truly important. To see what they have and 
what we were able to give to make and help their situa-
tion better is just such an amazing feeling. Even the sim-
ple process of playing with the kids was just amazing. Bill 
and Jenn have done an amazing job with everything they 
are doing there. They truly are a blessing to the world!   
 

In turn, if anyone were to ask me if they should go, I would absolutely en-
courage them to. Everyone gets something different out of the trip, but 
there is one thing that is always consistent: the power of giving, and it is so 
powerful!   
 



Loredana Fumo: This trip was a great experience, and I am 

grateful that I had the opportunity to be part of it.  Each 

day was definitely filled with hard work (and great food – 

thank you Patti and Hilda!), but the best part was inter-

acting with the kids at the orphanage, seeing just how 

happy they are and how much they care for each oth-

er.  Visiting Sarah’s Farm, the migrant camps, and the 

family whose home we built, reminded me to never take 

for granted anything in your life, be happy with what you 

have and be simple. Help out where you can.    

Those who know me, know how much I love animals.  So, seeing the animals 

that wandered around looking for food, many in poor health/bad conditions, 

was very hard.  I am glad that we had the opportunity to buy them some food, 

but of course that wasn’t going to last long.  This has inspired 

me to look into Mission work with animals in the hopefully, 

near future.    

It was also great to meet other team members from our Fam-

ily of Companies and sharing this experience with 

them.  Lastly, Bill and Jenn Roosma are fantastic, caring peo-

ple and I am happy that they are on this Mission and wish 

them all the best!   

 

Josh Burleson: The time I spent at Mount of Olives was a 

time that I will not soon forget. The valley that the orphan-

age is located in is stunning, the people working at the or-

phanage are amazing people to work with. While we were 

in Mexico we had the opportunity to build a house for a 

family who lived in a very rough structure with dirt floors. 

The house we built for them was small but it had a cement 

floor, lights, and rooms. The increased quality of life we 

were able to bring to the family will be life changing. I was 

so grateful for the opportunity to meet the family and help 

them with their home.   

Before leaving on the trip I was unsure how spending 10 days with my cowork-

ers would go but now looking back it was one of my favorite parts. We had a 

great team that all worked together so well towards a common goal. At the 

end of the day we were all tired but I did not hear anyone complain, everyone 

was happy to be there. I was able to get to know my coworkers much better 

and still look forward to seeing them at work.   



Manny Sidhu : During our mission trip to Baja Califor-
nia, I had the privilege of being part of a transforma-
tive experience. We dedicated our time and energy to 
building a house for a family in need, working tire-
lessly under the scorching sun, but the sweat and fa-
tigue were overshadowed by a deep sense of fulfill-
ment. As we hammered nails, sawed wood, and paint-
ed walls, we witnessed the tangible impact of our la-
bor, providing secure homes for those who had previ-
ously lived in vulnerable conditions. In the midst of 

our construction work, we also 
had the opportunity to engage with the local children, 
their eyes filled with excitement and curiosity. We 
laughed, played games, and created unforgettable memo-
ries, reminding ourselves that the greatest gift we could 
offer was not just the physical shelter but also the 
warmth and love we shared. This mission trip taught me 
the value of service, the power of community, and the 
profound joy that comes from making a difference in the 
lives of others.  These pictures attached hold a special 
place in my heart as it captures the moment when I was 

teaching kids how to use Snapchat filters. Witnessing the joy on their faces 
and experiencing their innocent smiles created a memory that will forever re-
main etched in my mind.  I just want to say thanks to everyone who made this 
trip possible.   

Jessica Hammons : It is hard to summarize the most 
meaningful moments, activities and connections but I 
will do my best. I had never met anyone in person on this 
team prior my arrival at the San Diego airport. How 
quickly we became a 'team' of 25 truly impressed me. I 
personally believe it is because we all had come together 
with the same goal in mind and the same love within our 
hearts. To make a difference in the lives of underprivi-
leged people in Mexico.    
 
We were able to separate into smaller teams and spread 
ourselves across multiple projects to complete multiple 
jobs. We continued connecting with each other through-
out or missions and thru conversation and hard work, we 
learned more about one another. We became more than 
coworkers, we became friends.    
 
We had heartfelt moments with the people we were there to serve. We were 
given the opportunity to bless people with our labor of love and with the con-
nections we made on a personal level. Our team built a house and we were able 
to hand the keys off to the family. This could likely enrich their family's lives 
for generations to come!    
 
It is so hard to narrow down the highlights. For me every day was a day I will 
not forget.  



 Each day I was touched in one way or another. I learned how low I can go 

when impressing kids with my limbo skills! And because of that I learned 

that Jody Alvarez has some helpful stretching techniques! She saved me 

from being useless and we shared laughs about that as well! I also had the 

opportunity to take away an authentic Mexican recipe for Chile Rellenos 

(My favorite!) -they allowed me to prepare this meal alongside them and 

that was something I can share with friends and family for years to 

come! I can go on and on. I encourage each and every one to apply to be a 

part of the next team that forms for the Mexico outreach mission. You will 

take more away with you in your heart than you may expect to.  

Mexico 2023 



 


